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treaty -with that nation in 1801, which not only guarantee the territory, but bound the United States to prevent intrv sions within the limits defined, of every kind whateve: In the treaty with the Cherokees, lately entered into at th city of Washington, the greater part of the land guarari teed by the treaty of 1801 to the Chickasaws was included The fact is that both President Washington and the pres ent Secretary of War (Crawford) must have been impose on by false representations, as neither the Cherokees no the Chickasaws had any right to the territory south of th Tennessee and included within the Creek cession, as th testimony recorded on your journal and forwarded wit' the treaty will show, it being within the possession of th Creeks, until conquered by us in the fall of 1813.
"I feel happy that all these conflicting- claims are accom modated by the late treaties, and a moderate premium, pay able in ten years; and that extensive fertile country west o the County of Madison and north of the Tennessee, whicl at once opens a free intercourse to and defense for th lower country, is acquired.
"In a political point of view its benefits are incalculable We will now have good roads kept up and supplied by th industry of our own citizens, and our frontier defended b; a strong population. The sooner, therefore, that this coun try can be brought into the market the better. By dividinj this country into two districts, by a line drawn due eas from the mouth of the Black Warrior to the Coosa Rivet and appointing an enterprising individual to superinteni the northern district as surveyor, he can have all the land north of the line ready for sale by the ist of June next The vast capital now held for the purchase of this land, i offered for sale before the holders turn it to other objects will insure the treasury an immense sum of money, am give to the Government a permanent population capable o defending that frontier, which ought to induce the Govern ment to prepare it for market as early as possible.
"Having learned from Gen. David Meriwether that Mr Crawford is about to retire from the Department of War I am induced, as a friend to you and the Government, t< bring to your notice, as a fit character to fill that office, Col William H. Drayton, late of the army of the United States